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A FEW NOTES ON DRAWING THE OFF-BEATS: 


The characters are all based on relatively simple flat shapes. Please do not try to 
give the characters "dimension". They are quite secure in their 2-Dness. 


Any lines that are drawn must meet with another line. That is too say, there are no 
gaps in the lines (With the one exception of Repunzil's hair) 


The characters will be inked with a thick outer line, which should not effect your 
drawings with the exception of the character's hands. Try to insure that they will be 
_Clear enough to be read with all of the heavy ink around them. 


TO THE ANIMATORS: 


The animation will be completed in TOONZ, a digital animation hyper-powerful 
computer thing-a-ma-giggie. This means that you are not limited in how many levels 
you may use. | would encourage you to use as many as you can keep track of. | 
tend to use 2-3 levels per character on screen with most Long or Medium shots 
averaging 10 or so levels. This should speed you up and avoid those nasty trace 
backs, but it does require you to be very specific as to which drawing match lines to 
any others. (It is essential that this be clear for the inkers' sake) If a character really 
doesn't have much to do in a scene, (Ex: September sitting alone in the BG) | 
recommend giving their eyes a separate level for a few blinks or takes to cam to 
keep the character alive. 


You should pretty much think of this as limited animation. The characters don't move 
often, but when they do they should move fully. (A sort of Spornomation on 2's) 
There is stretch & squash involved in the animation, but be careful and use it 
sparingly. They really should keep their basic shape & volume at most times. The 
length of their arms are a notable exception to this rule 


Like all comedy, THE OFF-BEATS depends primarily on timing. Get to know the 
characters and have a good time. 
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BETTY-ANNE BONGO 


The "leader" of the Off-Beats, this bongo 

_ playin' babe is the protector and ; 
nurturer of the gang. She can go over- 
board in her desire to help others. 
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Notes ABovT BETTY : Common MISTAKES To AVOID 
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TOMMY 


Tommy is the quiet outsider with a 
temper problem. From time to time he 
Jumps up and yells in a fury, but he is 
Sweet by nature and his outbursts shock 
him as much as anyone else. 
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REPUNZIL 


The youngest Off-Beat, not to mention the 
most naive, Repunzil often finds herself 
as the butt of The Populars' pranks. She 
isn't a total pushover, just a little slow. 
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AUGUST 


_ A rich boy who desperately wants to be liked 
and accepted by everyone (especially The 
Populars). He often uses his seemingly 
unlimited store of gadgets to try to impress 
others. His prized possession is his dog, 
September. ; 
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SEPTEMBER 


August's talking dog, September is a union 
dog and will only perform functions that are 
in his contract. He's been around the block 
a few times, so his attitude toward the world 
is more adult than the Off-Beats'. For all of 
his cynicism, he has a soft spot in his heart 
for August. 
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The Populars are the ultimate snotty clique. They only travel in a clump, led by the very mean TINA. While incredibly sour to 
other kids, The Populars quickly assume wide eyed darling attitudes whenever an adult passes by. The second in command is 
BETH, ani tne poor little boy who is constantly tossed out of the group for insubordination is BILLY. 
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—_- | FRONT VIEW GRUBBY GROO 
ONLY Uséd 
, ~ “02 tugns The Hep old beat cat that runs the Ad Hoc Cafe, 
& | Grubby Groo, was a misfit when he was a kid, 
so he takes a special interest in the Off- 
Beats' day to day life. 
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